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Report by Broads Projects Coordinator 

	Summary: 
This report provides members with a summary of BESL’s planning application for Compartment 37 (Fishley Marshes) on the true right bank of the River Thurne. 


1
Background

1.1
Compartment 37 is located on the true right bank of the River Bure between Upton Boat Dyke and Acle Boat Dyke.  The compartment is protected by 4537m of earth flood defences. Erosion protection in the Compartment comprises 29% rond, 52% steel sheet piling, 15% timber piling and 3% asbestos piling.
1.2      There are no Broads Authority 24-hour moorings in the compartment,  however, there are a number of private moorings and informal moorings which will potentially be affected by piling removal in the future. 
2
Need for Flood Defence Improvements

2.1
The effectiveness of the flood defences in the Compartment has reduced over time due to the combined effects of bank settlement and deterioration of piling.  The defences provide protection to a number of residential properties and businesses as well as part of the A1064.  Unless flood defence works are carried out the property and land protected by the Compartment 37 flood defences will be at risk from catastrophic breach and an increase in the frequency of bank overtopping.  Some overtopping occurred in the tidal surge event that took place on 9 November 2007. 

3
BESL’s Proposals for Compartment 37
3.1 BESL’s proposals for Compartment 37 are summarised in table 1 and shown on the Plans at Appendix 1.
Table 1

	Proposed Works
	Length (m)



	Maintain floodbank
	376

	Rollback floodbank
	1244

	Setback floodbank
	1049

	Strengthen floodbank
	1359

	Crest piling
	436

	Crest raising (localised)
	63

	Retain erosion protection (EP)
	34

	Install EP
	167

	Retain piling
	442

	Install sheet piling
	231

	Remove piling
	1713


3.2 This is a fairly small compartment and BESL’s proposals are likely to have little or no effect on the navigation in the short term.  The initial works carried out will be earth works to the existing floodbanks and will not affect the rivers’ edge.    
3.3      The main issue of concern for navigation is the potential future loss of private and informal mooring in the compartment.  BESL does not intend to remove any piling in the Compartment until it “reaches the end of its useful life” but eventually a considerable amount of piling will be removed if it deteriorates or the landowners “no longer wish to retain it.”
3.4      Officers have made BESL aware of their concerns regarding the potential future loss of moorings in the Compartment and the effect this will undoubtedly have on local businesses at consultation stage.  BESL is adamant, however, that its flood alleviation strategy promotes sustainable flood defence with less reliance on piling as a method of erosion protection.  Further, BESL states in its application that piling can only be maintained or replaced in certain circumstances and as the piling in Compartment 37 does not satisfy its criteria for funding provision it will be removed should it become a hazard to navigation.

3.5      BESL has also stated that it has carried out topboard repairs and scour hole filling behind the existing piling in several locations in the Compartment which will extend the life of the existing piling.  Discussions have also taken place with several of the owners of private piling in the Compartment who have indicated that they will carry out maintenance works on the piling at their own expense in order to extend its lifespan.
3.6      BESL is proposing to provide new sheet piling in the area of Acle Bridge and this is welcomed by officers. Appendix 1b shows these proposals
4
Dredging Disposal Opportunities
4.1     Officers highlighted the need for dredging disposal sites on the Bure generally in consultations regarding this application.  BESL has subsequently indicated that there are some areas of floodbank setback both upstream and downstream of Acle Boat dyke that will be able to take dredged material.  Officers will therefore have further discussions regarding the availability of these areas at the regular dredging coordination meetings held between the Broads Authority and BESL.

5        Conclusions 

5.1     The proposals outlined in the planning application will undoubtedly provide improved flood defence for the Compartment and are to be welcomed.  In addition there will be benefits arising from the works in terms of improved footpath surfaces and removal of structures.  
5.2     
Provided that the appropriate specifications are agreed for piling, erosion protection and channel marking and are subject to a planning condition, officers also consider that majority of the flood defence works proposed in the Compartment will have a limited effect on the navigation in the short term.  However, the potential future loss of private and informal mooring is of concern and officers would welcome members’ views on this issue.  At the time BESL propose to carry out piling removal a separate planning application will be submitted and a further report will be presented to Committee at this stage.
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